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Year 12 A LEVEL Philosophy 
Calen
dar

(week
s)

Big question Small questions Assessment Homework

1-2 Introduction to 
Philosophy
How do we know 
anything?
(epistemology)

1. How does a human know anything? 
EIREORS

2. What is the structure of an argument?
3. Foundations: where so we start an 

argument from? Cognitive and Non-
Cognitive approaches

4. Strength of argument and certainty

Knowledge 
check on key 
terminology and 
usage in context 
Case Study as 
analyses

3-6 Arguments for the 
Existence of God: Can 
the existence of God be 
proven by reasoned 
argument?
A. Design Argument of 
Paley
Can the order and purpose 
in the world be used as 
proof of God's existence?

1. How does Paley use analogy as a proof 
for God's existence?

2. How does Hume challenge Paley's 
proof?

3. What are the strengths and weaknesses
of Paley's argument?

4. Is Paley's argument a Proof?
5. What should the relationship between 

faith and reason be?
6. What kind of God does Paley leave for 

believers?
7. Assessment

Assess the 
strengths of 
Paley’s use of 
analogy in his 
design 
argument. 10
“Paley has 
nothing to offer 
either as a proof 
or faith 
statement.” 12

7-10 B. Ontological Argument
of Anselm
Can the nature of God be 
self-proving?

1. Why is Anselm's argument a different 
type of argument to Paley?

2. What is Anselm's ontological argument?
3. Why is Kant a critic of Anselm?
4. What are the strengths and weaknesses

of Anselm's ontological argument?
5. What value does Anselm's argument 

have for faith or as a proof?
6. How does Barth's alternative approach 

impact this argument?
7. Assessment

Assess the 
weaknesses of 
Anselm’s 
ontological 
argument. 10
“Anselm’s 
ontological 
argument is the 
best chance of 
proof of God’s 
existence.” 15

11-15 3. Cosmological 
argument of Aquinas
Can the existence of the 
physical world lead to a 
proof of God's existence?

1. What makes an argument a 
cosmological argument?

2. What is Aquinas' argument from 
Contingent existence?

3. How successful are Hume and Russell's 
objections to Aquinas?

4. What are Aquinas' strengths and 

Outline the key 
principles of 
Aquinas’ Third 
Way 10. 
“Hume’s 
objections 

Year 13 A LEVEL Philosophy
Wk 1-
8

Miracles
What is a miracle and what 
does it show about the idea
of God?

1. How are miracles be defined?
2. What is a realist view of miracles?
3. What is a Law of Nature and how does 

it impact on the concept of miracles? 
4. What is an anti-realist view of miracles?

(Holland)
5. What is Hume’s criticism of the concept

of miracle?
6. What is Hume’s impact on religious 

belief?
7. How does Maurice Wiles support 

Christianity without individual 
miracles?

8. What are the similarities and 
differences between Hume and Wiles?

9. How do these views impact religion? 
(Tillich and Ward)

10.Assessment

Outline the 
strengths of 
Hume’s 
criticisms of 
miracles. 10
“Miracles are not
needed to 
accept the 
existence of 
God.” I5

Wk 8-
20

Self Death and Afterlife
What makes a human a 
person and how long do 
that person exist for?

The Nature and Existence of the soul
1. What are the difference concepts of soul

held by Plato and Aristotle?
2. Is Cartesian dualism a valid explanation 

of the soul?
3. What are the challenges of a Cartesian 

view of the soul?
Body Soul relationship

4. How does Descartes explain the 
interaction between mind and body? 
(Interactionism)

5. How does functionalism grow out of 
physicalism?

6. How does Physicalism attack Cartesian 
Dualism?

7. Why is the Hard Problem of 
Consciousness a problem in explaining 
body soul relationship?

8. Is dual aspect monism a valid response 
to the problem?

9. Mid point assessment
Continuing Personal Existence after 

Death
10.What am I? What part of me is needed 

to claim life after death? (The 

Mid point 
assessment
Explain the 
problems facing 
a body /soul 
dualist in proving
their viewpoint. 
10
“There is no 
good reason to 
believe the soul 
exists.” 15

EOU 
assessment
Outline the 
difficulties 
Christians have 


