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Personal Investigation
Practical Porifolio

60% of the total A Level

A personal response 1o
either a:

. . Set by the
= Starting point \ ‘ogent o
the school

= Theme

A related study: an
extended response of a
guided count of

between 1000 - 6000
words.

Externally Set Task

15 hour supervised design task

40% of the total A Level

A choice of 7 themes
each with a choice of:

= Starfing poin’rs> Externally

set by OCR
= Theme

Choose 1 option and

generate an appropriate
personal response for
assessment.

No written examination.




course outline

* Y12 Autumn Term:

Mini Project: Exploration of drawing, painting, photography
and mixed media through studying art history
* Y12 Spring/Summer Term

Personal Investigation: Developing and broadening your
technical skills and visual understanding based on a theme.
Building up an impressive portfolio and introducing essay
* Y13 Autumn Term:

Specialism in and exploration of medium/theme in
iIndependently led work. Completion of essay - Complete Personal
Investigation

* Y13 Spring Term:
External Exam preparafion and 15 hour exam



WHAT DOES THIS LOOK LIKE?

1. Mini Project: Three artists will be studied as a group, a painter,
a pattern artist and a mixed media artist. After studying their
processes individually, students develop ideas for a final piece
to show their learning. This final piece will combine the subject
matter/materials/processes/meaning of the artists, ftogether
with the student’s own creative voice.

WHY? - Covers assessment objective of course
- Infroduces each element needed 1o pass the
course —
Infroduces students to three very different ways of
working
- Allows students to make mistakes without the
pressure of having to submit the work
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artist research

Current A-Level Student Lily O'Rellly
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resolved piece

Current A-Level Student Lily O'Rellly




WHAT DOES THIS LOOK LIKE?

1. Coursework Porifolio : Personal Investigation You will be
required to mount an exhibition of a number of pieces of work
presented as assignments. That is - with research and

preparatory studies in either two or three dimensions or a
combination of bofth.
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Past A-Level Student Clodagh Delahunty-Forrest
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Past A-Level Student Clara Moore
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media experimentation

Past A-Level Student Leah Grennan




Current A-Level Student Deborah Omokorede

media experimentation
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Industry standard software

CAD
(Photoshop,
Lightroom,
Premiere Pro)

Adobe’ Creative Cloud”

“ tahoe-animation.psd @ 33.3% (MG_S030Jpg, RGE/8)
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Past A-Level Students
Clodagh Delahunty-
Forrest and Precious

Chidzomba




Past A-Level Students
Sophie McGeough
and Precious
Chidzomba

exhibition skills
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Past A-Level Student Precious Chidzomba

exhibition skills



WHAT DOES THIS LOOK LIKE?

1. Coursework Porifolio: You will be required to mount an
exhibition of a number of pieces of work presented as
assignments. That is - with research and preparatory studies in
either two or three dimensions or a combination of both.

2. Personal Study: Usually a written essay, which can be between
1,000 and 6,000 words on a topic of your own choice. This must
closely reflect your work and link to your interests/theme/area
of study. They have a high content of illustrative work.




Can’t help myself By Sun Yuan and Peng Yu

Sun Yuan and Peng Yu both studied oil painting at the Central Academy of
Fine Arts, Beijing. They began collaborating in the 2000s and used art to
comment critically on political constructs, freedom, and democracy.
Their large-scale installations spark controversy for using human and
animal material when opposing political activity and moral boundaries.

‘Can’t help myself, the piece | want to look at, is an installation that was
revealed to the public in 2016. They modified a robotic arm, which is
often used in car manufacturing, by adding a shovel to the end of the
mechanism. Yuan and Yu had designed different movements for the
machine to mimic the normal movements of a human. Some examples
they had labeled are “scratch an itch, " and “bow and shake, 1. They

isolate the machine from the public by an ac i i
was then surrounded in animal blood, which the machine attempts to sweep inwards.

lic partition. The machine

-

slmprasen

I chose to research this machine due to its movements: The artist’s humanized the machine through the robot’s erratic gesturas
and it appears to be struggling to scoop the animal blood towards itself. This can be seen through the abrupt spins and flails
breaking up, and in contrast to, the machines controlled, rhythmic engineered movements. The spins interrupt a series of slow
melancholic movements to show how the machine is getting bored and frustrated with it's lack of progress. There is a sense of
desperation and hopelessness as it is trying to clean up its mess but as it turns it's attention away, the blood just seeps back. It is

Key Elements

almaost trapped in a cycle with no progress.

The colous wwed e Sy nione
iy comsmiency. Al colous e sl
reais¥c e sy 5 Die, ad e ik
= stome it winkd e it e S,

The sy & in 3dsf
againk ceping inline Wit e s

larers of coloer,

tred actiiechrewitin e peinfrg.

The paring irciudes no people ad na -

e - S S soldy on Peperbcion
of e seuCralmpects ofthe dty Tisis
emphassed by e emply pinfhs. That
woul] Lsually ador astatue. Ths adts o
oo ermpinems of Sue ity making it el
iarstand simndoned, even BIowEhit iooks
mew.

The dity itseltis imainay. Themain, fought i
B2 ragiou. Dilding ST cante_ Wit e of.
o buldirgs located Founditin e dsne.
The centralmonument msermiies ahisiorical
site called mpieSo 5 Fietm, located 0
Rome.

The pardngrefiects e idmis ol

Renassmoe o T At Smo—
ey s ROMAn MOrRITIERES. 22 -
fuences o o pandngs anda-
chitechre

Artistic Elements

The whobs MEINEME is rmmetricabvericalle a
mirTar ine canbe dhawn diecly downmie cen

e of e cantial Dkl am boT sides would
be complieiely yrmmetncal. The onty diffar-
ance bang T haghi of S buildnes in fe
wery Dok it dEapped i T o zon e
This ceates balane.

A mEnzeof depfand space e ceied
Wt e paing. dus 1e e of
ane point pzpecSie. The uildng 2o
back im0 e dstane. phing Tieil-

sion ofa Fres dmermonal space—
adding 1o hereaism

E

The do of femainbuldre s e
warmbirg, pan, wit all ines leading i
. Thiss cloc s aitsa Sighiy sjor. qresirg
darkren . emphamEing Sevaishing
paint.

me

mcresiing of hes faie and swaigey b Opr
e, S 1 B ) 0 ety B
Millam iz g pesng. Sroggh e po the )

This piece? is a little different and doesn't have as
many cbvious confrasts. The woman in the artwork
appears to be experencing domestic abuse:
others see a happy loving relationship as he gives
her flowers, but behind closed doors he is
punching her which she has sadly become numbk
to. This makes me feel helplessness as | feel like the
woman and | are defenceless and unable fo
react. The male arm in the piece is a vivid crange
tone which is the same colour as the hair of the

victim, yet her skin tone is ghostly and white which could represent the vulnerability and
powerlessness she has. The use of the same orange tones of the arm and hair could
reprasent the confrol he has over her. The black clothing also could reprasent the
lifelessness she feels as it appears she is dressed for a funeral. The composition of this piece

is a straight horizontal line which passes through the middle of the image. The arm)

The centralbuildng & in e shapeat
comcentric cidies andits Dk it e
conial point ol e parting.

moving into the flowers flying out of the original bunch, and the hair, create movement
from the right of the piece to the left. This could show the power and motion of his
strength when abusing her as we follow the male arm across the piece until it reaches her
face. | feel like this piece represents domestic abuse and how the femals in the digital
painting is expected fo take it and how, on the surface to anyone else, the relationship
would seem loving symibsclised through the roses. The powerful physicality of the horizontal
gesture is disguised and masked by the flowers - this is power and fragility, dominance
and submission. The removal of the eyes, for me, emphasises this further as the woman's
identity is hidden. The use of colour affirms the muted identity of the female whilst

reminding the viewer of her previous life and passion through the colour of her hair.
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Frida Kahio was a Mexican artist whase
main form of work wos painfings, out of the.
143 works, 55 wese selff-porfraits. The themes
she based on her work on wos her own
perscncl experiences inciuding marricge.
miscamioge and the cperations she
underwent from many different disecses
she cought as a child and growing Up.
Uttimotely, she was depicting the pain thot
she experienced throughout her whole life
and career. Her work i affilioted with mony
different ort movements including
sumecim, magical sumeclism, symbelism
and modemn art. Some influencess for her
‘work were suredlism and Diego Rivero.
Kohlo admired Rivero and his work and
eventually marmied him in 1929, U
This artwork that she created wos o part of the nofve art
" pesiod which means simple and unaffected. This piece
= wos made in 1740 ond titled “Self-poriroit with thom
neckloce and hummingloird . My inifial thoughts about this
piece was that Kohlo weos frying to send a mesage fhat
she was unaffected by her divorce ond the end of hee
affair which hoppened cround this fime, thot sha was
calm ond unbothered by these events. However, offer
| reseorching the meanings behind this work and gaining
urderstanding of the thom neckloce and fhe humming.
8 Lird both jusiaposing each other, | srongly befieve that
she is trying fo say thot she is in pain and hurting. This

confinues fo follow the dark themes in her work. She oo &

ealings are cimost a weight keeping her down. The thaem

neckloce could further support her suffering asit can be

Wl ==n as reigious imogery taken from Jesus” death and the
erown of thoms.



WHAT DOES THIS LOOK LIKE?

1. Coursework Porifolio: You will be required to mount an
exhibition of a number of pieces of work presented as
assignments. That is - with research and preparatory studies in
either two or three dimensions or a combination of both.

2. Personal Study: Usually a written essay, which can be up to
6,000 words on a topic of your own choice. This must closely
reflect your work and link to your interests/theme/area of study.
They have a high content of illustrative work.

3. Externally Assessed Assignment: A final assignment chosen by
you after consultation with your teacher. This is carried out
under controlled conditions of supervised fime, which will be
fiffeen hours in total.
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HESE- HESANE Fardanui iy 4 124k

S Chaaridin P Wi 1,10 {ci

Tﬂ_xgl.lmn:msdmlanmmw Theme 1

A1 Febriar

Tia adwsmt 15 b Circles and Curves “An attempt at visuaising the Fourth Dimension: Take a point, stretch it into a line, curl it into & circle,

twast if info & sphere, and punch throwgh the sphera.”
‘Circles and curves’ have been extensively used by artists. designers and craftspeople.

Respond to one from (&), (b), (c). (d)or (g Albart Einstein, 1879-1955
= LA po ). ib). ie). (d) ar fe).

(a) Round, spherical. rotund, circular, arc, bend. twist, loop. coil, spiral.. {d) A mathematical society is offering commissions for art, design, digital presentation and craft in
response o the following bnief

Ll] Explore, develop and produce a design for & mixed-media arwork to be displayed in the entry area of

the mathematical society headguarters. The design should be based on 'circles and curves’. The final

piece should fit onto & wall 5 m = 5 m. You are required to produce scaled designs that explore the

theme using appropriate materials

(&) The use of circles and curves can be found in the work of practitionens such as

Kennath Noland, Bridget Riley, Frank Lioyd Wright, Jean Paul Gaulier and Viadimir Tatlin

Either

() Inamedum of your choice, make several studies which explore this themea and produce a
commentary on your selected context and techniques.

Or

(i) Design an exhibition of selected practitioners on the theme of 'circles and curves’. You should
include written analysis of key works and related promotional material

(80}
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Mostalgia
Mostslgia’ has been a popular source of inspiration for artists, designers and craftspeople.
Respond to one from (a), (b}, (c). (d) or ().

{a) Historic, the past, childhood, vintage, retro, sentimental, yeaming, memory, evocative. ..

(k)




OCR A Level Fine Art

Results:
A Level Fine Art

2024 — 2025: 100% A - D usweens Residual -0.12
2023 — 2024: 80% A - B sy Residual -0.3
2022 — 2023: 100% A - C (uweny Residual -0.58
2020 — 2021: 92% A - C 50 Residual -0.33
2019 —2021: 100% A* - B tuwes Residual 1.43
2018 — 2020: 100% A*- A iy Residual 0.99




OCR A Level Fine Art

VISITS

Crosby Beach

The New Ar

- Gallery Wa

BiIrmingharnmnr
Gallery
Tate Britain

Tate Modern
Walker Gallery,

Liverpool

Museum an




OCR A Level Fine Art

Entrance requirements:

e Entrance info Sixth Form is based upon
achieving an average points score of 5.0 In
your best five subjects.

* Where a student has studied GCSE or BTEC
IN a subject they would like to study In Sixth
Form, it is recommended that a Grade 5
(equivalent) or above is achieved.




OCR A Level Fine Art

Qualities required:

* Creativity and Imagination

* Passionate

* QObservant / an eye for detall

* Curiosity and Questioning nature

* Persistence, patience and flexibility
* Time management
 Communication skills

* Technical and creative skills
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Vl'l'thq / /\r\O|l.JthG| Fashion / Textles i - Food Photographer )\ - YouTube Video Creator

Art Curriculum Writer - Fibre Artist - Earklt Rhotosraphas
- Art Historian - Accessory Designer (Shoes / Bags / Hats) Flne Ar i - Underwater Photographer
- Art Critie - Dressmaker ; by W'B‘ddlng Phﬂtﬂgrﬂphﬂr
- Arts Administrator - Embroiderer - Airbrush Artist / Spray Painter . : - Stock Photo Seller
- Arts and Cultural Planner - Fashion Consultant - Architectural lllustrator i - Director of Photography
- Website Owner / Blogger - Fashion Designer / Sports Apparel Designer - Book lllustrator
- Graphic Novel Author - Fashlon Merchandising - Graphic lllustrator TR
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- Art [ Design / Colour Consultant
- Gallery Owner [ Assistant
- Museum Curator
- Personal Stylist
- Picture Framer

- Courtroom Artist

5}:)0“0' Deélm ' - Art Conservationist

- Architect - Special Effects Makeup

- Landscape Architect - Mural Artist
- Urban Designer / Town Planner - Tattoo Artist
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- Playground / Theme Park /Sports Arena / Golf i : A A _ onli
, Course Designer OrQOniSOJ[]Oﬂ Sy Online Curator

- Interior Designer / Decorator "

_ - Set / Stage Design qu.tol / / AEESﬂP!EﬁTOHOC}ement | il

SD FI’OdUC'[ Deélm fi : t MU"[I-M@C"O - Primary / Elementary Teacher J

% o A '1. '.I“'""' I...r
- Industrial Designer / Bridge Designer i . Arivatie - Mil_idle f High School Art Teacher e g Ang Other
- Toy Designer [/ Kite Designer / Utensil Designer Aty - Concept Artist - University Lecturer / Professor ke e i

- Miniature Model Maker / Mock-up Artist il - Digital Illustrator - Private Art Instructor T CGFE‘GFI
- Stained Glass Window Designer - - Digital 30 Modeller - Art Therapist : e
- Prop Designer - Web Designer - Art Dealer sode e 2= Art can be great preparation for
- Food Product Designer ik - iPhone / Android App Designer - Artist Agent #:°+ - any career that requires fine
- Potter / Ceramic Designer - Television / Film Producer - Art Supplies Retailer i PR & ™ motor skills, presentation

- Wood Turner / Carver - Documentary Filmmaker - . 7 T, g
- Mosaic Designer FhOTOCIOphlJ oY . . ~ skills, an eye for

- Camera Operator gi il o aesthetics and
- Jleweller - Advertising Photographer - : X F g 4 % :
g Ograp Film Editor ! ; 2 creative

- Weaver - Fashion Photographer - Special Effects Designer : ' o ! X :
- Food Photographer \ - YouTube Video Creator % ' ; :
- Portrait Photographer

- Underwater Photographer
Flﬁe Art _ - Wedding Photographer
- Airbrush Artist / Spray Painter . Ly - Stock Photo Seller
- Architectural Illustrator S - Director of Photography

- Book Illustrator
- Graphic lllustrator

o

s




PAST STUDENTS
- York St. John University: BA Animation
- University of Brighton: BA Animation
- University of Warwick: BSC Bio Medical
Science 5 ANS
- University of Staffordshire: BA Fine Art e A
- Birmingham City University: BA Fine Art N e === A
- University of Staffordshire: BA Cartfoon
and Comic Arts

Video Game Design

her YouTube Video Creator
- Portrait Photographer
! P - Underwater Photographer
Fine Art - Wedding Photographer

B\ - Arbrush Artist / Spray Painter
Y - Architecturl lustator
d - Book llustrator
- Graphic lustrator
" - Technical / Textbook llustrator
é - Story Board lllustrator
- Cartoonist / Caricaturist

fgs“’ - Commercal Artist
- Fine Artist (Painter)

Printmaker / Screen Printer Oisplay and Exhibiton Planner

- Courtroom Arist - At/ Design / Colour Consultant.

Middle / High School Art Tescher
University Lecturer / Professor
Private Art Instructor

. Art.can be great preparation for
any career that requires fine
‘motor skils, presentation
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Sound advice....

* Pace your workload

* Be curious

* Look outside yourselt

* Enjoy the work that you do




PRACTICAL WORK

150 YEARS OF
MODERNART

IN THE BLINK OF AN EYE

‘WILL GOMPERTZ IS THE BEST TEACHER
YOU NEVER HAD" GUARDIAN

-

e e

~MLLCONPERZ

Sketch, sketch and
sketch some more.
Quick sketches,
sketches for 5 mins,
30 mins, hour.
Sketch moving
objects, still objects,
cans, bottles,
landscapes, fruit,
people, buildings,
your room.....
anything.

\ntin pfle dead

” 1:2 B Oato PR 2, |




A Leve
Fine ‘Ari

OCR
Mrs- Croeok




	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Person
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Slide 34

