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Practical Portfolio 

60% of the total A Level

A personal response to 
either a:

 Starting point

 Theme

A related study: an 
extended response of a 
guided count of 
between 1000 - 6000 
words. 

Set by the 
student or 
the school

40% of the total A Level

15 hour supervised design task

A choice of 7 themes 
each with a choice of:

 Starting points

 Theme

Externally 
set by 

Choose 1 option and 
generate an appropriate 
personal response for 
assessment. 

No written examination.

Personal Investigation Externally Set Task



c  o  u  r  s  e     o  u  t  l  i  n  e
• Y12 Autumn Term:

Mini Project: Exploration of drawing, painting, photography 
and mixed media through studying art history
• Y12 Spring/Summer Term

Personal Investigation: Developing and broadening your 
technical skills and visual understanding based on a theme. 
Building up an impressive portfolio and introducing essay
• Y13 Autumn Term:

Specialism in and exploration of medium/theme in 
independently led work. Completion of essay – Complete Personal 
Investigation
• Y13 Spring Term:

External Exam preparation and 15 hour exam



1. Mini Project:  Three artists will be studied as a group, a painter, 
a pattern artist and a mixed media artist. After studying their 
processes individually, students develop ideas for a final piece 
to show their learning. This final piece will combine the subject 
matter/materials/processes/meaning of the artists, together 
with the student’s own creative voice.

WHY? - Covers assessment objective of course                        
- Introduces each element needed to pass the 

  course                                                                            - 
Introduces students to three very different ways of   
working                                                                                    
- Allows students to make mistakes without the   
pressure of having to submit the work

WHAT DOES THIS LOOK LIKE?



Current A-Level Student Lily O’Reilly
a r t i s t   r e s e a r c h



Current A-Level Student Lily O’Reilly
d e v e l o p i n g   i d e a s



Current A-Level Student Lily O’Reilly
r e s o l v e d   p i e c e



1. Coursework Portfolio : Personal Investigation You will be 
required to mount an exhibition of a number of pieces of work 
presented as assignments. That is - with research and 
preparatory studies in either two or three dimensions or a 
combination of both.

WHAT DOES THIS LOOK LIKE?



Past A-Level Student Clodagh Delahunty-Forrest

a r t i s t   r e s e a r c h



Past A-Level Student Declan Evans
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Past A-Level Student Clara Moore

a r t i s t   r e s e a r c h



Past A-Level Student Leah Grennan
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Person

composition

line

shape

colour

space

texture

value/tone

form

pattern



CAD 
(Photoshop, 
Lightroom, 

Premiere Pro)

Industry standard software



e x h i b i t i o n   s k i l l s

Past A-Level Students 
Clodagh Delahunty-
Forrest and Precious 
Chidzomba



e x h i b i t i o n   s k i l l s

Past A-Level Students 
Sophie McGeough 
and Precious 
Chidzomba



e x h i b i t i o n   s k i l l s
Past A-Level Student Precious Chidzomba



1. Coursework Portfolio: You will be required to mount an 
exhibition of a number of pieces of work presented as 
assignments. That is - with research and preparatory studies in 
either two or three dimensions or a combination of both.

2. Personal Study: Usually a written essay, which can be between 
1,000 and 6,000 words on a topic of your own choice. This must 
closely reflect your work and link to your interests/theme/area 
of study. They have a high content of illustrative work.

WHAT DOES THIS LOOK LIKE?





1. Coursework Portfolio: You will be required to mount an 
exhibition of a number of pieces of work presented as 
assignments. That is - with research and preparatory studies in 
either two or three dimensions or a combination of both.

2. Personal Study: Usually a written essay, which can be up to 
6,000 words on a topic of your own choice. This must closely 
reflect your work and link to your interests/theme/area of study. 
They have a high content of illustrative work.

3. Externally Assessed Assignment: A final assignment chosen by 
you after consultation with your teacher. This is carried out 
under controlled conditions of supervised time, which will be 
fifteen hours in total.

WHAT DOES THIS LOOK LIKE?







A Level Fine Art
2024 – 2025: 100% A - D  (4 students)      Residual -0.12

2023 – 2024: 80% A - B (5 students)      Residual -0.3

2022 – 2023: 100% A - C (6 students)      Residual -0.58

2020 – 2021: 92% A - C (13 students)      Residual -0.33

2019 – 2021: 100% A* - B (3 students)      Residual 1.43

2018 – 2020: 100% A*- A (3 students)      Residual 0.99

Results:

A Level Fine Art



A Level Fine Art
Visits
• Crosby Beach
• The New Art Gallery Walsall
• Birmingham Museum and Art
    Gallery
• Tate Britain
• Tate Modern
• Walker Gallery, 
    Liverpool 



A Level Fine Art

Entrance requirements:
• Entrance into Sixth Form is based upon 
achieving an average points score of 5.0 in 
your best five subjects.
• Where a student has studied GCSE or BTEC 
in a subject they would like to study in Sixth 
Form, it is recommended that a Grade 5 
(equivalent) or above is achieved. 



A Level Fine Art

Qualities required:
• Creativity and Imagination
• Passionate
• Observant / an eye for detail
• Curiosity and Questioning nature
• Persistence, patience and flexibility
• Time management
• Communication skills
• Technical and creative skills





PAST STUDENTS
- York St. John University: BA Animation
- University of Brighton: BA Animation
- University of Warwick: BSC Bio Medical 

Science
- University of Staffordshire: BA Fine Art
- Birmingham City University: BA Fine Art
- University of Staffordshire:  BA Cartoon 

and Comic Arts



Sound advice….                                                                             
                               

•  Pace your workload
•  Be curious
•  Look outside yourself
•  Enjoy the work that you do 



BOOK                                        PRACTICAL WORK

Sketch, sketch and 
sketch some more. 
Quick sketches, 
sketches for 5 mins, 
30 mins, hour.  
Sketch moving 
objects, still objects, 
cans, bottles, 
landscapes, fruit, 
people, buildings, 
your room..... 
anything.



Mrs Crook

A Level
Fine Art
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