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What is Sociology?

Sociology is primarily the study of social structures.

It looks at institutions such as the education system, the
criminal justice system, and the mass media.

Sociologists have developed numerous theories about
how people are organised within these structures.

For example feminism and Marxism
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Subject Content

Topics

Paper 1 (40%)
2 hours 30

Paper 2 (20%)
1 hour 45

Paper 3 (40%)
2 hours 30

Section A: Culture and ldentity
Section B: Families and Households

Section C: Education

Research Methods

Section A: Power and Inequality
Section B: Crime and Deviance




Subject Content: Culture and Identity

How do we learn our Why are some cultures different to
culture? ours?

How do we
know what
social class we
belong too?

How do we
learn what it
means to be a
woman?
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How does peer
pressure affect How does our ethnicity

our identity? affect our identity?




Subject Content: Education

Why do working class Why do Chinese and Indian students

students consistently perform so well in school?
underperform in school?

Do teachers

Why do we go negatively
to school? Is it label
for our career students?
or so we can
be controlled?
Is the current Should we abolish |

education working? private schools?



Subject Content: Families

Why do we live in families? Is it natural that women should stay
at home and look after the children?

Are single
parent
families bad
for society? Why aren’t we having

as many children?

Are women exploited
in the family? How does the family

unit benefit the rich?



Subject Content: Research Methods

How do we study society? Is it best to use interviews to find
out about society?

Are undercover
observations
ethical?

What do statistics tell
us about society?

How would you

] Is it better to use questionnaires or
research the family?

interviews when trying to find out
about crime?




Subject Content: Inequality

Why do some have more wealth
and opportunities than others?

Is this their fault or the fault of
society?

Why do working
class people die
on average 7/
years earlier?

Why does racism exist?

Are women exploited How do young/old
in society? people face inequality
within society? y



Subject Content: Crime and Deviance

Why do individuals commit Is this their fault or the fault of
crime? society?

Why do black
people get longer
prison sentences

Why do men
commit so much
more crime than

women? fo.r the same
crime?
Why is the average How do we tackle crime

age of offending 17? in society?



Entry Requirements

Entrance into Sixth Form is based upon achieving an average
points score of 5.0 in five subjects.

A good standard of English as this subject involves a lot of
writing! With extended writing answers ranging from 20-40
mark questions.

If you have a GCSE in Sociology you would also need a

grade 5 or above to take the subject.

You do not need a GCSE in sociology to take the A level.
If you do have one and are keen to continue it, it will have some
similar topics, keywords, theories and methods, however, you
will be studying it more depth and develop an understanding of
a bigger range of sociologists.




A Level Examination Resulis

2025 2024 2023

A*-E A*-E A*-E
100% 100%  100%
A*-C  A*-C A*-C
100%  94% 61%
A*-B A*-B A*-B
84.6% /7% 31%




Course outline

6 lessons per week
Some lessons are likely to be double periods




Expectations

Pupil:
Booklets must be kept to a high standard with all
consolidation, application and testing phases
complete.

You need fo be willing to improve the quality of work
using green pen, using model answers fo make
amendments and asking questions if something is not
understood.

All pupils must make a conscious effort to engage in
class discussions and mini whiteboard activities.

You need to spend 4 hours per week undertaking
independent study. This will involve completing set hw
and revisiting your learning and completing or /
planning practice questions.

Take a positive approach and pride in your learning.




University Opportunities

Students that study Sociology at A Level very often go on to study at
university.

Some students choose to focus their degree just on sociology, whilst
others combine sociology with additional areas they find interesting.

For example; Sociology and Psychology, Sociology and Criminology,
Sociology and Philosophy.

Popular university destinations for our students:

ww==1 University g
for the

University of

UNIVERSITY OF

Rea d I ng GLOUCESTERSHIRE

Creative Arts
Bournemouth

University

university A\\
u a I B of the arts UNIVERSITY OF
m london DERBY

) g

BIRMINGHAM CITY
University




Politics

Social Work

Journalism ;
Teaching

law | [(Sociology \———
careers Policing
AR Advertising

Social Researcher

Probation Officer

Youth worker

Civil Service




Contact Detail

Mrs Bullock (Teacher of Sociology)
LBullock@stfrancis.cc



mailto:LBullock@stfrancis.cc
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